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Tuat pleasing event, the object of many an ardent 
prayer, and of many a strenuous effort; that happy event, 
(the “* bow of promise,” to this western world, the harbinger 
of a brighter day to these ends of the earth,) has at length 
: taken place, amidst the plaudits and benedictions of thou- 

sands of enlightened and liberal Christians. Tue Amegat- 

can BiB.E Society exists. Accomplished by means quite 

unexpected, supported by a zeal as animated as unlooked 
] for, it promises, at no distant period, to become the glory of 
our I.and; the rallying point for all the friends of the Re- 
deemer ; a rich blessing to millions of our countrymen, and 
of the miserable heathen of other countries. As yet it ap- 
pears only a speck in our Christian horizon: but, in truth, 
it is a star of the first magnitude. Presently it will rise— 
and shine—till its glory shall enlighten our own, and shed a 
splendour on remote, continents. It will, ere long, “ illumin- 
ate mountain after mountain; explore the depths of distant 
vallies, thus hastening toward that glorious consummation, 
when it shall embrace, in its mild at holy radiance, all the 
habitable globe.” We congratulate our Christian communi- 
ty; we congratulate our country, and the world, on this great 
event. No longer the mere spectators, or the lengli ad- 
mirers of British benevolence; we have now founded a Na- 
tional Bible Institution ; we have commenced a career of 
charity, which, though it may never equal the stupendous 
efforts of the Parent institution, will testify, that the same 
liberal spirit which animates Christians in the old world, has 
descended on those of the new; and that in the holy enter- 
prise of evangelizing all the nations of the earth, we are, in 
proportion to our means, disposed to emulate the noble ex- 
amples which have been set us on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 
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it were ardently to be wished, that in this general “ labour 
of love,’ this exalted effort of Christian benevolence, 
every heart might be warm, and every hand actively engag- 
ed; that, maintaining the “ unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace,” every denomination, every class of Christians, might 
discard its sectarian attachments, prejudices, and peculiari- 
ties, and unite in one grand exertion, to diffuse more 
widely, the pure oracles of sacred truth. And why 
should we not thus unite? To what are we pre-emi- 
nently called? Is it not to be Christians, to be disciples, 
not of any man, but of the Lord Jesus? How eloquently, 
and with what powerful arguments, does the great apostle of 
the Gentiles plead the cause of unity, in his epistle to the 
Ephesians! He beseeches his converts “ to walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they are called; and how? with 
lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering; forbearing 
one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.”? And why should they thus 
act? Because, says he, “ there is one body, and one spirit ; 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism ; one God and Father of all, who is above all, through 
all, and in you all.”?> What motives for Christian unity are 
here presented to the mind! And what candid mind, that 
has imbibed the true spirit of Gospel charity, can resist the 
influence of these considerations! But if, to these be added 
just views of that universal charity, which is so beautifully 
represented in the 13th chapter of the Ist epistle to the Co- 
rinthians, he must be a Christian only in name that will dis- 
card and despise a grace which a divinely inspired apostle 
has declared to be greater than either FAITH or HOPE. But 
we repeat to Christians of every denomination, in such an 
object as this, why should we not all unite our counsels and 
our efforts? Is liberalily a virtue? then cultivate it; praise 
it; recommend it. Is bigotry a narrow, sectarian spirit; 
an object of just censure and reproach? Avoid it ; condemn 
it; discourage it. Great minds act on enlarged and gene- 
rous principles ; little minds, on low, selfish, and contracted 
ones. Never was there any systein of truth promulged to 
the world, so calculated to ennoble, to dignify, and enlarge 
the mind, as that of the Bible. In che i to forms of 
Church grecemmant, mankind never has been, nor is it ex- 
pected that they soon will be, of one mind. It is as vain 
a task to attempt to persuade or to force them into unity 
on this subject, as on that of civil government. Their ec- 
clesiastical and political constitutions will always be subject 
to imperfection and to change. Not so with the truths of 
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the Bible: here is no imperfection; here no change can in- 
tervene. And who is there, on mature reflection, would, or 
ought to say, “ because I cannot introduce into universal use 
my own peculiar system of doctrine or Church government, 
ever liable to correction and amendment, that ] will not con- 
cur in spreading that system of divine truth, in which there 
is no error, nor in which there can be even the shadow otf 
change.” 

The celebrated Bishop Burnet, who flourished in the 17th 
century, was one of the most intelligent and liberal men of 
hisage. He was distinguished for his talents and his virtues. 
He travelled through France, Italy, and the Netherlands! 
‘* At Amsterdam he became acquainted with the principal men 
of the different religious denominations, at that time existing 
in the United Provinces ; among each of which, he used ire- 
quently to declare, that he met with men of such unfeignec 
piety and virtue, that he became strotigly fixed. in ja; prinai- 
ple of universal charity, and an invincible abhorrence of ali 
severities on account of religious opinions.” ! , 

In the Eleventh Report of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society will be found a letter from the Rev. Mr. Pinkerion, 
of which the following is an extract: “ In Hanover, as in 
Petersburgh, I saw,”? says Mr. P—, “ the Lutheran, Calvin- 
istic, and Catholic clergy join hands to promote the good 
cause; and some of those persons assured me, after the 
meeting, that, though they had been teachers of the same 
religion in this city for many years, yet they had never had 
an opportunity [before] of speaking to each other. Oh, what 
a blessed plan which is capable of bringing together the long 
divided parts of the Christian Church! When the chief 
Catholic priest entered the room, he came straight to me, 
grasped my hand in the most cordial manner, end witha 
countenance beaming with joy, said, ‘ I rejoice that I have 
an opportunity of joining in such a glorious cause. Jam 
decidedly of opinion that the Scriptures should be put into 
the hands of every class of men, and that the poorest and 
meanest should have it in their power to draw divine instruc- 
tion from the fountain head.” 

The British and Foreign Bible Society, in their Report, 
add, ‘“‘ This worthy clergyman accepted the office of a di- 
rector of the Society with great pleasure, and promised that 
he would labour to promote its object to the utmost of his 

ower.” 

Would to Heaven that every clergyman in the United 
States, after the example of this worthy Catholic priest, 
would * go and do likewise.” 
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The following extracts from a letter addressed by the 
very Rev. J. F. Hess, Antistes (or Head) of all the Zurich 
Churches, to one of the Secretaries of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, dated Feb. 2, 1815, breathes such a 
spirit of enlightened charity, that it seems impossible to 
read it without feeling its influence in expanding the heart, 
and removing the narrow prejudices of sectarian jealousy. 
“ Among the richest and most cheering fruits of your libe- 
rality,” says this venerable divine, “ this may be cheerfully 
noticed, that the true invisible Church of our Lord, which is 
not restricted by the narrow limits of any particular sect, or 
outward form, but comprehends all the genuine worshippers 
of our God and his Christ, who are dispersed in every part of 
the habitable globe, could not possibly be promoted by any 
more efficacious means, than by the general and most bene- 
ficent dispersion of the divine book. Let me clearly ex- 
plain my meaning. That spiritual, and truly Catholic union, 
which otr Lord designed and declared to be the genuine 
characteristic feature of his Church, (John xvii.) and the 
attainment of which is so highly desirable, could scarcely 
have been brought about by any more effectual method than 
by such combined and extensive efforts, universally to dis- 
seminate the holy Scriptures. To you are we chiefly in- 
debted for that new, or let me rather say, renewed bond, of 
Christian. truth and charity, by means of which we behold 
Christians, widely separated from cach other by countries, 
forms, and names, daily approximating, and coalescing, as it 
were, in one spiritual body ; yet, wiihout encroaching upon 
outward distinclions, and without compelling a single in- 
dividual to desert his own Church, and to pass over to an- 
other. Behold, here in the bright dawnings of that improved 
state of things, by which it is rendered possible, that not- 
withstanding the right, and lawfully prescribed, limits of the 
outward Churches, all who have entirely consecrated them- 
selves to the service of God and his Christ, can stretch forth 
friendly hands to each other, and pursue this one and the same 
sublime design. Behold, here the springing up of that uni- 
versal Christian Church, which is far remote from all party 
spirit, studious of the truth, and uniting its members in sich 
a manner, that each is intent on having the liberty of his 
neighbour’s conscience protected, no less than that of his 
own. Oh, the delightful day, when we shall see all those 
united in one bond of fraternal love and affection, who feel 
a sincere interest in the growing prosperity of the 
Church !” 

Such are the sentiments of the venerable head ef the Swiss 
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Churches, in the Canton of Zurich. They breathe a spirit 
of charity and liberality worthy of a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. And wo to the Christian teacher who inculcates an 
opposite system! who refuses to aid in the circulation of the 
sacred volume, unless it can be made to subserve his own 
peculiar form of worship, or system of doctrine! Let every 
professing Christian who may be led to think that he “ does 
God service’’ by opposing the establishment of the American 
Bible Society, reflect that he is committing a certain evil, 
for a very uncertain good ; that he is warring agaizst Pro- 
vidence, and the strong current of Christian piety and bene- 
volence. Let him reflect with a wise and celebrated Jewish 
Rabbi, “ that if this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to naught; but if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it, lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.” 

Fellow Christians— friends of revealed truth! the cause 
in which we are now engaged, is one of the greatest impor- 
tance that can interest the human heart. It is one in which 
you may be sure that you cunnot err. The circulation of 
the oracles of divine truth must be consistent with the Di- 
vine will, and favourable to human happiness. Pursue the 
glorious cause on which you have entered. It will infallibly 
conduct to immortal honour. By a vigorous, united effort, 
you will be made the instruments of improving the morals, en- 
lightening the minds, and increasing the happiness, of thou- 
sands who are now sunk in ignorance, superstition, and 
vice. In a concern of such magnitude, let no opposition 
discourage, no difficulties dismay us. It is the cause of truth, 
of virtue, of God. Our duration on earth, at best, will be 
short; let us fill up the little span of life in works that will 
follow us beyond the grave. ‘Thither we can carry neither 
our honours nor our wealth. But that “ charity which never 
faileth,”? will accompany us to a better world, where all is love 
and peace; where difference of opinions on points of minor 
importance will no longer separate the true disciples of our 
common Lord ; but where we shall * all love, even as we are 
loved.”? Anticipating such an union, expecting to realize such 
joys, let us actively co-operate in the extensive circulatior. 
of that blessed depository of sacred truth, which has brought 
“ life and immortality to light;”? assured that in an enter- 
prise so noble and benevolent, we shall enjoy the rich re- 
ward of an approving conscience, the benedictions of thou- 
sands of our destitute fellow creatures, the approbation of 
the wise and good, and the peculiar support, guidance, and 
blessing of Almighty God. 


Princeton, June 8, 1816, WYCKLIFFE. 
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BRISTOL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.. 
Extract from the Speech of Sir M. Blakston. 


‘*] speNT, sir, many years of my early life in India, and I have 
more than once conversed with Bramins on the subject of religion. 
The language they have held, has been this, ‘ that religion cannot be 
the purest, which imposes no restraint on the appetite and passions of men, 
but allows its votaries to indulge in eating without restriction, and in drinking 
to excess and intoxication. We are enjoined, and strictly observe, much whole- 
some restraint and self-denial, and such cannot but be pleasing to the Supreme 
Being.’ I could not at that time plead the cause of Christ manfully ; for, to 
my shame, be it said, I did not well understand, or feel deepl} interested in it. 
The sins of idolatry and self-mghteousness did not then strike my mind with 
the same horror they have since done. What opportunities of usefulness were 
lost to me! I tolerated what I should not have borne. I was content to pity, 
where I should have acted, Many particulars of the idolatry and supersti- 
tious observances of the Hindoos have been well detailed by yourself, sir, and 
are giyen in Dr. Buchanan’s researches, and well abridged in a late publica- 
tion, * The spirit of Bristol missions.’ I would, however, beg leave to men- 
tion one or two particular instances which fell under my observation, which 
may serve to illustrate the delusion under which these people lie. Whilst 
stationed at Bednore, or Hyder-nugger, once a populous and opulent town, 
but which, upon its becoming the seat of war about the year 1783, was de- 
serted by many of the inhabitants, some of whom buried their valuables; a 
person under the Mysore government, who could not undertake the business 
himself with the prospect of being unmolested, came to inform me, that he 
knew where treasure was hid, which he would point out to me, provided } 
would dig for it, and let him have a proportion of the money. I readily lis- 
tened to him, as some had been discovered not long before; and having pro- 
vided workmen, we commenced our operations. A magician was employed, 
who sacrificed a cock to some particular god, that we might be successful in 
our undertaking. Having dug in various directions without success, the ma- 
gician was called to account. After some consideration, he declared that 
nothing short of a human sacrifice would incline the god to favour our pursuit. 
This was no doubt an ingenious device of the magician to save his reputation, 
but it was confidently believed by the workmen party, that by following the 
magician’s suggestion, the treasure would be discovered. I do not mean to 
infer that they would have consented to such a measure; on the contrary, as 
Lindoos, they would have revolted at it; but what must have been the ideas of 
a Supreme Being, when they supposed such means could propitiate him, and 
that too in such a cause! i had under my command a Sepoy whe was consi- 
dered a magician. When he took a dislike to a person, he generally succeed- 
ed in working upon his imagination by certain incantations and mysterious 
ccremonies, so as to produce .a serious illness. I have been applied to for 
money for the purchase of articles for sacrifice to appease the evil spirit. 
i have seen persons in the last stage of illness, which had its origin in a fright 
from the afore-mentioned cause. Others I have seen, sir, who could not be 
prevailed upon to take medicine, although aware that death would -be the 
consequence of their refusal: considering their death under such circumstan- 
ces, a6 meritorious in the sight of their gods. A singular story is related by 
Mr. Forms, in his work on India, of a religious devotee, who had constantly a 
handkerchief over his mouth, lest he should draw insects with his breath. 
As a Hindoo, he held the transmigration of souls, and was no doubt apprehen- 
sive of swallowing some of his friends or relations. One of a party of En- 
glish gentlemen, who happened to meet this person, having a microscope, held 
it over a cup of water, presenting to his view hundreds of animalicules swim- 
ming on it: he was considerably agitated, and entreated most earnestly the 
microscope might be given him; which having been at length granted to him, 
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be ran towards a precipice and dashed it down, declaring that he could not 
bear the idea of others being exposed to such misery as the discovery had 
caused him; but, I doubt not, under the apprehension of losing some of that 
veneration in which he was held by the people. ‘The moral character of the 
Hindoos must be rated very low. Perjury is very common with them, 
I would refer to the testimony of Sir William Jones, and Sir James Mackin- 
tosh, late Recorder of Bombay, on the subject. Duplicity and dishonesty 
are usually practised. There is a district of professed thieves in the South of 
the Peninsula, who are tolerated by the government under whom they live, 
and for which they pay an annual tribute. The Hindoos possess, if 1 may be 
allowed the expression, many of the passive virtues, such as temperance, 
patience, meekness, fortitude, benevolence. Surely, under the general influ- 
ence of Christianity, these would become ornaments to her; they would de- 
rive a spirit of word and work. The followers of Mahomed are very nu- 
merous in India; they possess all the bad, with none of the good, qualities in 
the Hindoo character. Originally they adopted, from political motives, and 
now custom has engrafted, much of the superstitions of Hindoism on the re- 
ligious system of the false Prophet. They are a libertine and a restless people, 
and when in power, cruel, haughty, and vindictive. They hold Christians in 
sovereign contempt, and view with a jealous eye every increase of influence 
on the part of Europeans; they try to identify the work of Missionaries with 
the acts of the British government, and thus to rouse the naturally peaceable 
Hindoo to rebellion and outrage. I mentioned this to show how arduous, as 
well as how important, a part our Missionaries have to act in India. But the 
work is acknowledged of the Lord, and shall prosper. In regard to Ceylon, 
where a door is opened of the Lord, I would refer to a paragraph in the last 
Quarterly Review, (No. 27, page 36, 37.) How highly interesting and-en- 
couraging are the particulars we have this day heard of the Syrian Churches, 
the Syrian Colony, the Madras Institution, of the proceedings of Obdool 
Messee, &c. All these things combine to show that the finger of God is 
there. How vast is our debt of gratitude to those who, with the sacri- 
fice of ease, health, and many comforts, are contented to sojourn in distant 
and unhealthy climates, to carry into effect our labour of love. It is true that, 
in point of climate, the Missionaries in India, generally speaking, have the 
advantage, but we should consider the great distance which they are remov- 
ed from their native land, and the more arduous undertaking in which they 
are engaged. But, sir, comparisons would here be improper; rather let us 
unite in fervent gratitude for what has been, and is, doing throughout the 
world among our deluded fellow-creatures.”” 


—3+Oo— 


From the (Bosion) Recorder. 
INTERESTING FROM FRANCE. 


[ras following interesting article was prepared by the Committee for 
publication of the New England Tract Society, and published on the covers 
of one of their last Tracts. In addition to the information contained in it, 
we are authorized by a letter which we have recently received from an Ame- 
rican gentleman now in Paris, to say, that a sum has been already collected 
sufficient to defray the expense of the stereotype plates for the Catholic edi- 
tion of the New Testament. An edition of 1000 copies was in the press in 
March last; and 600 dollars only were wanting to defray the expense of 9 
second edition of 4000 copies. Should funds be provided, the types will ay- 
swer for 300,000 copies. } ) 


Tue friends of religion will be gratified to know, that the 


puhlication of religious Tracts has commenced, in a quarter 
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where it was very litle expected. The following short 
Tract*, On the duly of a true Christian, has been recently 
published in French, and distributed at Paris, by Mr. Fre- 
deric Leo. This gentleman is, we believe, a Protestant; 
but whether a native of Paris, or even of France, we have 
not been able as yet to learn. He has been engaged for 
four years past, in collecting donations for an edition of 
the New Testament, at Paris, to be gratuitously distributed, 
or sold at cost. It is pleasing to learn that his efforts have 
been crowned with complete success. He has collected 
sufficient to defray the expenses of a pretty large edition of 
the Protestant translation of the New Testament by Oster- 
wald, including the expense for stereotype plates, binding 
the books, &c. Since the first edition was completed, in 
1814, he has assigned the whole property of the stereotype 
plates to the two Protestant Churches at Paris, who are zea- 
lously engaged in co-operating with him. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society, learning what had been accomplish- 
ed by Mr. Leo, voted 500/. sterling to aid the contin- 
uance of the work. The plates will last to strike off at least 
a quarter of a million copies; and the Protestant Churches 
expect to continue the work of publication and distribution. 

It is an interesting fact, that a considerable number of 
Protestant Churches, in different parts of France, are boldly 
appearing in behalf of religious truth ; and confident expect- 
ations are entertained, that they will zealously co-operate in 
spreading the word of God throughout their country. 

Among the subscribers to Mr. Leo’s first edition of the 
New Testament, appear the emperor of Russia, the king of 
Prussia, Lord Cathcart, and many other distinguished cha- 
racters. 

After the first edition of the Protestant translation was 
completed, in 1814, Mr. Leo issued proposals for publishing 
a stereotype edition of the authorized Catholic translation, 
made by Le Maistre de Sacy, in order to distribute among 
Catholics, where the other translation might not be accept- 
able. The success of this undertaking, we have not yet 
learned. 

In order to accomplish these important designs, which 
have now been mentioned, Mr. Leo has resided at Paris, 
since 1812, at his own expense, and has given his time, and 
his support, to the noble objects in which he is engaged. 


Tue Tract above alluded to, is entitled, ‘ Duty of a True Christian.” 
We have not room to insert it in this Number. a 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Extract of a letter from a Clergyman in Romulus (N. Y.) 
to his friend in Hanover (N. J.) 
Jan. 10, 1816. 

‘“‘ THE anxicty which you express for the spiritual thrift 
ef the dear little flock which I have in charge, to feed with 
the bread of life; the pertinent questions which you ask re- 
specting the activity of the dear Christians in building up 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, and bringing careless sinners to a 
knowledge of the truth, had a very moving effect on my 
feelings, as also upon the feelings of numbers of the bre- 
thren and sisters here, who have heard them read. And 1 
have the unspeakable satisfaction to inform you that the con- 
fident hope which you afterwards express, that whilst you 
were writing, sinners were crying—what shall we do to be 
saved? was not a vain hope. It was indeed, in some mea- 
sure, the case then, but is still more emphatically so now. 

‘“* You express the strongest assurance that God hears the 
prayers of his saints. You speak of the spirit of supplica- 
tion which is enjoyed and manifested in your Female Pray- 
ing Society, and the sweet refreshings which you receive 
from the divine presence. 

“ From the time of my arrival last spring, there has been 
a more than ordinary attention to the Gospel preached. 
The unexpected cordiality with which | was welcomed on 
my return, indicated that anxiety to hear the Gospel, which 
encouraged me to hope the Spirit of God was at work in 
the hearts of Christians, and on the consciences of sinners ; 
and that great and unmerited good was in store forus. This 
hope was strengthened by several remarkable awakenings 
in the Church, which was followed by a revival of discipline 
which has evidently operated as a powerful mean of grace. 
A spirit of brotherly love and prayer began to prevail, out 
of which seemed to arise an extraordinary spirit of liberality 
towards Christian benevolent institutions, viz. Missionary 
Societies, and Bible Socicties. Fifty of our Females are 
members of the Geneva Bible Society. These symptoms 
appeared with little variation until the fall, when they sen- 
sibly increased. The usual attention appeared to be ac- 
companied with strong emotions and many tears. When 
the evenings were of sufficient length, prayer meetings were 
set up in different parts of the congregation, which have 
continued to meet with increasing attention. These meet- 
ings are now, in general, uncomfortably thronged, although 
there are five in the congregation at the same time. All are 


5° ; 
solemn, and frequently many in tears. About 20, already, give 
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satisfactory evidence of a saving change. I spend much of 
the time in pastoral visiting. It is common to see great 
tears rolling from the eyes of a whole family, both parents 
and children at once, under the impression of the truths of 
the Gospel of Jesus.” 


Jan, 24. 

“ The influences of the Spirit are still increasing. We 
have received 12 to communion, and 7 stand new propound- 
ed. My labour is hard, but not irksome. Our people have 
nearly finished their meeting house by extraordinary exer- 
tion. It is a novel thing to see a house for the worship of 
God, nearly as capacious and splendid as the best you have 
in Jersey, standing in the a of us, whilst nearly all of 
us still live in our log huts. This house from Sabbath to 
Sabbath is crowded with immortal creatures, anxious about 
the salvation of the Gospel. God has remarkably glorified 
his grace in several instances ; and one in particular, in the 
case of a man who made his way safe through all that great 
revival in Newark under Dr. Griffin; spent his time in the 
army during the war; he was an, indescribable profligate ; 
had abandoned all forms of decency and religion; and had 
heard but 4 sermons in 6 years. He is now like the man 
of Gadara, “ out of whom the devils were departed,” 
(described Luke viii. 35.) sitting at the feet of Jesus in 
his right mind; and gives as clear evidence of a change of 
heart as any one you ever saw. ‘There are but few of our 
young people who are not deeply concerned; but with the 
exception of two, all who have as yet come forward are 
heads of families. 

“In two of our neighbouring towns this great work has 
been going on for some time, viz. in Bloomfield and Lyons. 
In the former place about 50*have joined the Church, and 
between 50 and 60 stand now propounded. The work has 
not yet abated. There is reason to hope that the remnant 
of unbelievers will be small in that place. The reports on 
the state of religion in this country, generally, appeared in 
our last synod to be far more flattering than they had ever 
been. The wilderness has long been budding; full blown 
blossoms now appear. The song of triumph and joy is 
going through the land. Thou shalt arise and have mercy 
on Zion, for the time to favour her, yea, the set time is 


come.” 
Feb. 26. 
“ T now again resume this long neglected letter, with a 
view of finishing it. I have travelled several hundred 
thiles since the last date. My labour has been extremely 
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hard. J have been under the necessity of preaching in 
season and out of season. For three weeks past I have 
not slept more, J presume, than three hours per night on an 
average; and several nights have not gone to bed at all. 
Great things have taken place since my first date, far be- 
yond our most sanguine expectations. Sabbath before last 
we received into covenant 20; all, with two exceptions, the 
very first characters in the town; and there are eight or ten 
more who appear to have found what Mary had. God has 
proceeded in this work different from what I expected he 
would; excepting one, the subjects of his grace are in 
middle life, and heads of families. Our physician, a cold, 
strong headed, philosophical genius, has become one of the 
sweetest Christians you ever saw. I wish I had time to 
give you a sketch of his experience. Our physician, our 
merchants, our justices, and two of our tavern-keepers, 
are now followers of Christ. The work is evidently increas- 
ing daily. I request one thing of you and your Female. 
Praying Society, viz. that you continue to pray for us. 
A great revival has lately taken place at Buffalo. The 
late fire seems to have had a purifying effect upon that place. 
Our Presbytery has established a fund, and set up a School 


amongst the Seneca Indians, and sent a missionary to them.” 


+o 


Paul Cuffee’s voyage to Sierra Leone. 


Many of our readers doubtless recollect, that about thirty 
people of colour left Boston early last winter, with a view of ~ 
settling themselves in the British colony at Sierra Leone, in 
Africae The vessel in which they sailed was the property, 
and under the command, of the celebrated Capt. Paul Cuffee. 
Capt. Cuffee has returned to this country, and brings letters 
from the emigrants to their friends and benefactors. We have 
seen one of the letters, dated April 3, 1816. It states, that 
they all arrived safe in Sierra Leone, after a passage of 
55 days, and were welcomed by all in the colony. ‘The place 
is represented as “ good.”? They have fruits of all kinds, 
and at all seasons of the year. The governor was very 
friendly ; he gave each family a lot of land in the town, and 
50 acres of “ good land’ in the country, or more in propor- 
tion to their families, and allowed them the “ pick of the 
whole.” Their land in the country is about two miles from 
town. They have plenty of rice and corn, and “ all other 
food that is good.” The British were bringing in American 
vessels every week, with the slaves which they were carrying 
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off under the Spanish flag. The slaves were all set free. 
‘There were five Churches in the colony, and three or four 
Schools, in one of which there are 150 female Africans, who 
are taught to read the Word of God. 

The (Boston) Recorder. 


Deaf and Dumb. 


An Asylum for the reception of the deaf and dumb, with 
a view to their literary and religious instruction, has been 
formed and incorporated in Connecticut. Institutions of 
this kind are now in successful operation in Great Britain 
and France. An American gentleman who is now in Eu- 
rope, qualifying himself to superintend the Connecticut Asy- 
lum, has sent us several Reports and other documents, illus- 
trating the benefits of Deaf and Dumb Institutions, extracts 
from which we shall take an early opportunity to lay before 
our readers. This gentleman writes us from Paris, “ My 
undertaking is likely to meet with complete success. The 
Abbe Sicard gives me the opportunity of attending his pub- 
lic lectures, and also his private classes which are taught by 
several assistants in the institution. His pupils are about 


80 in number. I dined yesterday with one of them at the 
table of a friend. The facility and correctness with which 
he wrote French, and even English, were astonishing.” tb. 


<4 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
From the Religious Remembrancer. 


A Letter from the Rev. Robert May, Missionary in the 
East Indies, to a Subbath Evening School in Philadel- 
phia, under the care of a Committee of the Evangelical 
Sociely, dated 

Chinsera, December 12, 1815. 

My Dear CaiLpren, 

A letter received some months ago from Mr. S——, ha- 
drawn from my eyes the tears of joy and gratitude to my 
heavenly Father, that he has been pleased to own and bless 
my instructions to the good of your souls. Ah! my dear 
young friends, I often sowed in tears, and now, thanks be to 

God, | reap with joy; this is indeed the earnest of a better 

harvest; your children also, I trust, will reap the benefit of 

your instructions, when you come to be fathers and mother: 
of families; and could I be carried on the wings of the 
morning, from India to New Fourth-Street in Philadelphia, 
how should I rejoice to see my children walking in the truth! 
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While I write, I rejoice ; may God Almighty grant, at some 
future period, that I may again see your faces, before I go 
hence and be no more. it is my intention, should God open 
my way, to pay a visit to my native land at some future time, 
and I think it is probable I may call and see you on my way 
to England. I look over the names in the letter with plea- 
sure ; and O that many more may be given to me as my joy 
here, and my crown of rejoicing hereafter, at the last day. 
What unspeakable pleasure, to know that I have not labour- 
ed in vain, and spent my strength for nought. O happy 
children, you who love the Lord, still continue to love him, 
and adorn the profession of that glorious Gospel which has 
been, and still is, so precious to your souls) O my dear 
children, how happy I feel to think that you love that dear 
Saviour, of whom it was the joy and the delight of my heart 
to tell you when I was with you. Dear little girls, follow 
the example of those who have already chosen that good 
part which shall never be taken away from them. Seek the 
one thing needful, which I well remember one of you told 
me one cold winter’s evening, was a new heart! May you 
all have new hearts, and then you will have new joys, new 
fears, new pleasures, new employments, new expectations. 
If you are made new creatures in Christ, then you shall 
dwell for ever with God and with holy angels, and good chil- 
dren, in the New Jerusalem. 

My dear children, you who now attend the Sabbath Even- 
ing School, O think what a blessing it is to be instructed in 
good things. 1 am now amidst children who know not the 
true God. You know him; O then try to love him more, 
and serve him sincerely. The poor little children, I see 
using all manner of ceremonies to obtain the favour of their 
idols ; I have seen them scramble for the rice and fruit offer- 
ed to a stone or a cocoa-nut. -Here they pray to trees and 
rivers, to gods of wood and stone. When J first arrived in 
India, I was one day walking in the streets of Calcutta, and 
the streets were crowded with children who had been to see 
their idols thrown into the river. They looked up in my 
face as I passed along, and seemed to say, “ No one careth 
for my soul !” the sight drew tears from my eyes, and those 
striking lines of one of your little hymns came with all 

heir force to my mind, 
“* How do I pity those that dwell 
Where ignorance and darkness reigns, 


They know no heav’n, they fear no hell, 
Those endless joys, those endless pains.” 
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Ah, my dear children, | know full well that ignorance 
and darkness reigns as much in some parts of the suburbs 
of your large city, as it does in India. What are you the bet- 
ter for living where God is known, and where you hear of a 
Saviour, if _ do not love and serve God? if you do not 
believe in Jesus, and desire to be saved from your sins 
through his blood? O seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near. Seek him by prayer; by 
keeping the Sabbath holy; by reading the Scriptures, and 
by attending at Church; by minding what your pious parents 
and teachers tell you concerning the joys and pleasures, the 
beauty and benefits of early piety. O could I once more 
have the pleasure of addressing you, I should be very ear- 
nest in persuading and entreating you to * Remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth.” 

But though I may not address you again, I may perhaps 
address your children; and should this be the case, I have 
no doubt, if you are alive and well, but you will come too. 
May God grant me this pleasure. I think I hear you all 
whisper amen to this petition. I often think of you, and 
eften pray for you, and I think I shall pray for you more 
now than before. Yes, my dear young friends, my prayer 
to God for you, is that you may be saved; that if I meet 
you no more on earth, [| may meet you in heaven above. 
Pray earnestly and fervently to God, to give you the grace 
of his Holy Spirit; pray for yourselves ; pray for your dear 
ey pray for your teachers; pray for your school-fel- 
ows. Read the sacred Scriptures more and more. The 
Bible is the best, the wisest, and most entertaining book in 
the world; and what is more, it is all true, it is the word of 
God. Remember, when you repeat the tickets, you are 
saying the word of God, and you will remember these verses 
perhaps when you have not a Bible toread. Attend constant- 
ly at the house of God; there you will hear words that will 
make you wisé unto salvation. Above all, if you are good 
children, take heed to your conduct. Watch and pray that 
you enter not into temptation. Many will try to draw you 
aside from that narrow, pleasant path which leads to the 
right hand of God, where there is fullness of joy, and where 
there are pleasures for evermore. Mind them not, my dear 
children ; if sinners entice, consent ye not. See that you bear 
with patience all the domestic trials that you may meet with 
from your parents, if they are not serious, and brothers and 
sisters, if they are ungodly. Pray for them; talk to them ; 
do all you can for them; serve them with greater diligence : 
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vbey them with more cheerfulness than you did, when you 
were not so good as you now are. _ Be diligent in business, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, with all humility and 
meekness of heart. Put on the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which, in the sight of God, is of great price. 
And you, Edward N—— and John H——, may you be- 

come the able advocates of the cause of Christ. May it 
please the Lord to make use of you as his servants, to pro- 
mote the glory of his kingdom in whatever way he thinks 
best and most suited to your talents. O improve your time! 
Be diligent in using all the means in your power to tell to 
all the boys around, what a dear Saviour you have found. 
May he be more precious to your souls. May he love you 
as much as he did Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary. 
Make the study of the holy Scriptures your delight, 

‘* Retire and read your Bible to be gay, 

There truths abcund of sovereign power to please.’’ 
O may you love to hear the — Gospel of your blessed 
God. May the house of God be the happy place where you 


may behold the Saviour face to face; behold him by faith 
whom, having not seen, you love; and though you see him 
not with your bodily eyes, yet you rejoice in him with joy 


unspeakable and full of glory. Bear all the trials and per- 
secutions you may meet with from those around you, with 
patience and meekness. Let your example shine before 
all: then others seeing your good works, may glorify your 
Father who is in heaven : and be much in prayer to God, that 
your fellowship may be with the Father, and your communion 
with his Son Jesus Christ. , Pray for the spread of the Gos- 
pel among those who know not God. I have 22 schools 
under my care, in which are more than a thousand children ; 
pray for them, that the lessons they learn may do them good, 
and make them wise children. Pray for me, especially, on 
the first of May. I need all the prayers you can offer. My 
work is great, and my strength is small. God bless you all. 
Amen and amen. 
<0 +o 


From the Sunday School Repository. 


“ You will be surprised to hear what we now mention, that 
children of eight, nine, and ten years of age, have committed 
to memory during the week, from eighty to one hundred and 
twenty verses in the New Testament, besides their spelling 
tasks ; and that elder ones who are occupied all the week in 
the factories from six in the morning to half past seven in the 
evening, have commonly learned from thirty to eighty. 
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‘“* The first class of boys, and first class of girls, have thus, 
within the last year, committed to memory the whole gospel 
of St. Matthew, and many of them the greater part of St. 
John, the general epistle of St. James, and chosen chapters 
in all the other books of the New Testament; that many of 
them, after they return late from work, and have taken sup- 
per, are known to pass the remaining time until they go to 
bed, learning their Sunday School lessons ; and that on last 
Easter Sunday, when, in consideration of the day, we agreed 
to allow them to enjoy themselves at home, the sensation pro- 
duced in general was far from being that of satisfaction; and 
two boys, brothers, at that time declared, that “ if the Sunday 
School was given up, there would be no more enjoyment in 
Celbridge.”’ 

-—3+o-- 

“ Many of the children are really serious ; some of them 
have been made a blessing to their parents. As one 
instance, a little boy went one night to prayer, (in going 
to bed as usual,) and was much engaged in this de- 
vout manner for his father who was a wicked and ungodly 
man ; the little boy thus continued praying that God would 
have mercy on him for the manner of life he led, and keep- 
ing all the family in perpetual uneasiness; there being only 
a little mud wall raised from the floor, the father overheard 
the son thus praying, who was so much affected, he went 
and fell down beside the little boy, and cried out, what a 
miserable sinner he was that never discovered his wretched 
situation before that moment. Shortly after the mother and 
the other brothers and sisters joined. The family I know, 
and from being one of the most wicked in the neighbourhood, 
are‘become one of the most peaceable and industrious, and 
from perpetual quarrels, nothing now but peace, harmony, and 
love. This is surely a reward for the labour of love that your 
Society have been instrumental in promoting. May God grant 
that high and low, rich and poor, young and old, may expe- 
rimentally known Him, whom to know is eternal life. May 
those who have put their hands to this blessed work, the in- 
struction of the rising generation, never faint nor tire in their 
duty, until they be brought to reap a full reward for all their 
labours, and be received home with “ well done; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things; enter thou into the joys of thy Lord.” 

-—o+Oo— 

THE following institutions have become auziliary to the American Bible 
Society: viz. “‘ The Bible Society of Rensselaer County,” and * the Otsego 
County Bible Society,” in the State of New-York; and “ the Female Bible 
Society of Carlisle,” in Pennsylvania. 





